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Calgary, AB - AIDS Calgary is excited to announce the opening of the Medicine Hat Cares
Centre. In early 2010, the primary provincial funder for HIV programs in Alberta de-funded
the existing Medicine Hat AIDS service organization. AIDS Calgary was asked to manage
service delivery in the area. After community consultation and planning, the Medicine Hat
Cares Centre was born. The Centre will operate as a program of AIDS Calgary Awareness
Association.

“It was so important to have community input into the process of creating the Centre right
from the beginning” remarks AIDS Calgary Executive Director, Simonne LeBlanc. The
community will continue to be involved in the Centre through an advisory committee

LeBlanc went on to note that, “Our first priority was to ensure a continuity of services for the
community. Then we needed to staff the new centre with people already living in the
Medicine Hat/Brooks area.”

AIDS Calgary will apply our existing high standards and core values to all services provided in
the region and support the development of new services. The Medicine Hat Cares Centre
currently provides needle exchange, crisis counseling and referral, HIV/AIDS and sexual
health information, and safer sex supplies.

The Medicine Hat Cares Centre is located at 356 - 2 Street SE in Medicine Hat.
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AIDS Calgary is a local not-for-profit AIDS service organization that offers support services,
prevention and education to individuals who are at-risk for, affected by or living with
HIV/AIDS. For more information, please contact AIDS Calgary at (403) 508-2500 (or toll free
at 1-877-440-2437) or online at www.aidscalgary.org.
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